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Willem Joubert

0824705441

joubewj@unisa.ac.za

Member of the SA Braille
Chess Association

(SABCA)

Willem Joubert is currently employed as a student advisor at Unisa. During his
25 years at Unisa he has worked as a Call Centre Consultant at the Unisa
Contact Centre and for the past ten years he is working at the Department
Student Administration and Registration assisting students with their
qualifications and future planning.

He holds a Diploma in Call Centre Management and a Diploma in Occupational
Development Education and Training. Further to his tertiary qualifications he
has Provincial colours in wrestling, swimming, athletics and blind cricket. His
biggest passion lies in braille chess where he has competed on a regional and
national level. He is currently serving on the South African Braille Chess
Association (SABCA) committee. Prior to this he held the position as
Development Officer in SABCA. Previously he was the chairperson for the
Pretoria Braille Chess Club. As a former learner of Prinshof School for the Blind
he has also taught chess at the school.

Willem Joubert is a devoted family man who believes his children is his
improved version. If it wasn’t for his jealous Jack Russel dog he would have
traded in his cane for a Golden Retriever.
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Marisa van der

Merwe
Founder & CEO
MiniChess (Pty) Ltd,
MindCo (Pty) Ltd
&

MiniChess Franchise
Holdings (Pty) Ltd
Trustee:

The Entrust Foundation
082 856 3083
marisa@minichess.co.za

Marisa is married to high-school sweetheart Willem, and treasure their 3 grown-up
children and 1 grandson.

Marisa is the Founder & CEO of the MiniChess Social Enterprise consisting of 4
collaborative entities: MiniChess, MiniChess Franchise Holdings, MindCo, and The
Entrust Foundation (our Non-profit Organisation collaborator). She is an Ashoka Fellow
(one of 3000 in 81 countries) and Board-member of Tendrel SA. She has focussed her
life’s energy on community-work - especially to benefit children. She loved chess-
coaching, managing many provincial and national chess champion-teams, produced 28
Junior-national players and 100’s of provincial players - herself achieving provincial- and
national colours in chess. Captain of the SA Ladies team at the 2002 World Chess
Olympiad in Bled, Slovenia, she became the 1% South-African to play Ex-world chess-
champion, GM Garry Kasparov (by invitation) in Belgium in 2011.... Surviving 3 hours!!
Marisa developed the award-winning MiniChess-program for Gr. RR-3 learners.
MiniChess is her passion — utilising clever play-innovations to harness the most powerful
energy in the world: Human Talent. Over decades, MiniChess has been taught at 280+
Schools, to 200 000+ learners, in SA and various Africa countries, the USA (pilot), New
Zealand, Beijing and in Central Asia (Kyrgyz Republic) and now also in Slovenia, Europe.
Marisa won the Shoprite Checkers Women of the Year Award in 2012 (Category:
Education) and presented at many international events: Women in the World Summit
2013, The London Chess & Mathematics Conference (2013, 2014 & 2015) and at WISE
(World Innovation Summit on Education) as well as The Association for Childhood
Education’s Global Conference 2014, and the Global Visual Literacy Conference 2015
(included in an e-book by Oxford University). She was also the key-note speaker at the
International ECD-Conference in Bishkek, Central Asia, and an invited speaker at various
EduWeek Conferences 2016 & 2017. MiniChess was awarded the EDUWEEK ECD-
supplier of the Year 2018 and recently won the Holistic Education Innovation Excellence
Award 2020.

She was Winner in the SACBW'’s Business Women of the Year 2018 — category
Community and took part in the International Forum on “Learning & Inclusion through
PLAY” in collaboration with a Danish initiative, the Lego-foundation and the WEF in
2021.

Growing through the Education lock-downs (2020-2022): MindCo launched end-2019
AND the MiniChess Online digital-business in 2021, with the purpose-designed MC-
Platform, StartSmart (for 4-year-olds), incorporating the tablet-based MiniChess-by-
Kasparov mobile game and MC-Coding in 2024 - into MiniChess’s STEM-skills package for
21t Century relevance!

In 2021 she was honoured as “Leading Woman in CSI” by CSRNewsSA. In 2022 she
formalised a collaboration with Swedish partners, achieved “Woman in Education”-
finalist as well as “Fundraiser of the year 2022” from the Women of Stature Organisation
AND a Life-time Legend Award in Chess from the Gauteng MEC.

Passionate & dedicated to serve in-community edu-preneurs AND to contribute towards
future-relevant education-innovation for empowering our youth to flourish in a fast-
changing future.
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Hans van Rensburg

Business Coach & Consultant

info@businesssniper.com

0797819643
079239 5607
&
0823455748 (WhatsApp)

Over the past 32 years, Hans has been the business owner of 40
different businesses in different industries. As a business
Consultant, Coach and Owner, he has vast knowledge and
experience in Retail, Wholesale, Manufacturing, Services,
Distribution, Online and Training industries.

He is passionate and committed to the development of small
businesses, has been an author, speaker, coach and the founder
and publisher of the first Business Magazine in SA, including also
at the SABC.

His unique blend of success and failure provides him with a deep
understanding of the frustrations, fears, dreams, and challenges
that business owners face.

What truly sets Hans apart as a guru, is an empathetic, results-
driven approach. After 40 businesses, he has learned what really
works, equipping him to offer practical, proven strategies that
lead to real business growth and sustainability. Hans' passion for
sharing this experience is at the heart of his consulting and
coaching. Whether it's improving, turning around, or growing a
business, he believes that the success or failure of a company
directly impacts not only the business owner's livelihood but also
their future and that of their family.

Beyond consultancy, Hans has been a dedicated advocate for
small business development. As an author, speaker, and coach, he
has made significant contributions to the entrepreneurial
landscape. He founded and published South Africa’s first business
magazine and created the country's first small business coaching
program. Hans’ work has been widely recognized, with features in
leading South African business magazines and coverage by SABC
for his pioneering efforts in supporting South African business
owners.

Hans 's mission is clear: to help entrepreneurs build financial
health, wealth, and freedom through sound, experienced-driven
advice and support.
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Jeremiah Dikgang

MiniChess Country Franchisee
Botswana

botswana@minichessfranchise.com

or

jeremiahdikgang@gmail.com
or

jeremiahdikgang7@gmail.com

Jeremiah Dikgang is the founder and director of Quantum Leap Academy
which is a platform where we facilitate human excellence. The academy
facilitates excellence in sports, academics, leadership, arts,
entrepreneurship. Again, Jeremiah has co-founded Francistown School
of Chess, a chess academy that is presiding over so many attained
dreams of young people. The academy has so far ushered many young
people to play for the national team and winning national and
international medals.

Jeremiah has a wealth of experience in people development especially
young people. He has been part of the content development for
Botswana Television Program Talkback for over 12 years and a trainer
for Ministry of Education Circles of Support program and sexuality
reproductive health education targeting young people. In his 14 years of
experience working with young people from rural areas and towns,
coaching chess and netball, he authored a book titled Be the Best
Version of Your Higher Self which is currently the blueprint for child
development and excellence in all areas of life. A transformational book
that is currently receiving a lot of accolades from people and schools like

John Mckenzie School.

Jeremiah is the Country Franchisee for both MiniChess and for
MindCo programs in Botswana.

MiniChess Botswana was first acquired late 2019, but stayed
passive through the pandemic school lock-downs in Botswana. In
2024, it fired-up at various schools throughout Botswana, with a
large team of collaborators and teachers, and was invited to
present at Conferences and exhibit at the national Science Week
in Botswana.
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Cias Ferreira
Manager:
Xpand SA

00 27 82 334 3463
cp.ferreira@xpand.eu
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Cias is passionate about building quality businesses that increase societal health.

He enjoys serving professionals and organizations to grow into their unique
mastery. He has more than 17 years’ experience in leadership and organizational
development processes.

Cias has written 4 books. He is married to Chantal and, with their son David, live in
Centurion, South Africa.

He loves the outdoors and rock climbing. Not yet very good at Rock Climbing

Xpand SA:
It is our passion to support individuals, businesses, organizations and churches to

develop and grow in their unique potential and success.

For over 29 years we have supported our customers to discover their future
destination, to develop their skills, (leadership) competences, teamwork and
organizations.

Xpand stands for many things: progress, growing, acquiring, maturing, transition,
spreading knowledge, expanding quality and quantity.

Our vision as the Xpand South Africa team is to contribute to

the dignity and destiny of our country

Growing as Leader today, developing my personal leadership style and plan.
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Michela da Cal

GOA & Marketing

072 069 8803
info@minichess.co.za

Michela is a dynamic, creative individual with a passion for learning, helping
others, and adventure. She thrives in intellectually and emotionally
challenging environments, embracing personal growth. A talented baker,
photographer, writer, and skilled in marketing and design, she balances her
creative pursuits with a strong focus on detail and organization. Michela has
won awards for her poetry and has successfully managed various events. She
is dedicated to empowering others, ensuring client satisfaction, and
maintaining order in every project she undertakes.

At MiniChess, Michela takes care of the MC-office, client support, financial
admin and HR, product development, events and marketing support, as well
as regional and national coordination, handling these responsibilities with
energy and precision.

Alison vd Merwe
Financial Officer

082 382 7901
accounts@minichessfranchise.com

Alison is a skilled bookkeeper with a wealth of experience across multiple
industries. Currently in her first year of Accounting studies, she is dedicated
to advancing her expertise in financial management. Known for her sharp
interpersonal skills and a unique dry sense of humour, Alison creates a
positive and uplifting atmosphere in any work environment.

Balancing her career with family life, Alison is a loving mother who gracefully
juggles her professional and personal responsibilities. In her spare time, she
indulges her passion for aviation and channels her creativity through singing.

At MiniChess Franchise, Alison plays a pivotal role as the Accounting Officer,
where she handles the financial administration for the franchisees. Her
diverse talents and commitment make her an invaluable asset to any team.

Nathan vd Merwe
Stock Officer & Finances

066 255 2775
orders@minichess.co.za

Nathan is a dedicated and focused young professional with a strong desire to
succeed. Currently in his second year of Accounting Studies with ACCA, he
expertly balances his academic commitments with a variety of personal
interests. In his free time, Nathan enjoys playing American Football,
producing his own music, and cooking. A passionate gamer, he also uses
gaming as a way to stay connected with his friends across the globe.

At MiniChess, Nathan serves as the stock controller and bookkeeper, where
he applies his skills in organization and financial management to ensure
smooth operations.
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MC Franchise Admin Hub
+27 12 881 8875

The MiniChess HUB boasts a dedicated and hard-working Team:

Marisa van der Merwe, Michela da Cal, Alison van der Merwe, Nathan van
der Merwe, Mientjie Stoop, Willem van der Merwe, Anna Mashamaite, Jan
Shabangu, and Emanuel Pietersen from EP Digital (for Marketing).
Introducing our A-Team:

Michela da Cal info@minichess.co.za Michela takes care of the MC-office,
client-support, financial admin & HR, product-development, events and
marketing support, as well as Regional- and National Coordination.

Willem van der Merwe willem@minichess.co.za : Supportive services,
including Entrust Foundation and MindCo proposals and business-admin, as
well as strategic management and oversight of the overall Enterprise.
Alison van der Merwe accounts@minichessfranchise.com Alison is in control
of the MCF financial-admin processes, Franchise client-support, and
oversees the financial admin of all the entities in the MiniChess Group.
Nathan van der Merwe: orders@minichess.co.za is in control of the MC
stock and orders, financial admin, assist with marketing materials and
general office support.

Marisa’s introduction is separately mentioned in this Portfolio-document.
Anna Mashamaite: makes sure our office is a healthy, clean and a
comfortable work-space and assist with products, meals and events from
time to time.

Jan Shabangu: assists with general office care-taking & handyman,
packaging and overall general support.

Mientjie Stoop: works long-distance from the Southern Cape with mainly
WhatsApp posts & data-support.

Emanuel info@epdigital.co.za & Jacques: join our Dream Team some days
per week — as general boss-of-marketing at all 4 our Entities!



mailto:info@minichess.co.za
mailto:willem@minichess.co.za
mailto:accounts@minichessfranchise.com
mailto:orders@minichess.co.za
mailto:info@epdigital.co.za

